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ABSTRACT

In order to measure the effects of exposure to filmed
violence, 40 third-grade boys and girls were shown two television
excerpts. One-half of the group viewed a segment from a violent
detective series; the other half saw an exciting but nonviolent
segment from a major league baseball game. Immediately afterwvard,
each child was asked to "babysit" two preschoolers. The preschoolers
eventually behaved aggressively and destructively. Children who
previously witnessed the aggressive segment were significantly slower
to summon adult assistance than were children who viewed the control
film. These results replicate those of a similar study done by
Drabman and Thomas, supporting the hypothesis that exposure to
televised violence may serve to make viewers, particularly children,
tolerant of real-life aggression and less likely to intervene.
(Author/CS)




US DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

EDUCATION & WELFARE
BEST COPY AVAILABLE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EDUCATION
{ i ilmod Vi > TiS ODOCUMENT nAS BEEN REPRO
Chi EX(:OSgr? to Fi !m:ug\ I(flcr.“ce and DUCED EXACTLY &8 "(5'3‘%.12‘.’3
S ance > ' i ThE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORI
hiidren's Tolerance o cal Life Aggression 17E PEASONOR ORGANIZATION ORIOIN

Ronald S. Drabman and Margaret Hanratty Thomas — 314168 20 w0 mEcesat e o

SENTO8 618 i NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EQUCAT ON POS TiON OR POLICY

% -~

The authors of numerous studies (e.g., Bandura, Ross and Ross, 196!, [963; Bandura,
|965; Hanratty, Liebert, Morris and Fernandez, 1939; Henratty, (O'Neal and Sulzer, 1972)
are in agreement that youna children may mimic agnressive actions after exposure to filmed
violence. Indeed, much concern has teen voiced regarding the continuing use of aggressive
themes in television programs in view of the potential modeling and disinhibiting effects
o— of such displays. In addition to these undesireble effects, Drabman & Thomas (in press)
have shown that exposure to filmed violence alsc may serve to increase viewers' toleration
of real |ife aggression., They reported thet children who had previously viewed a Hopalong
Dlcassidy movie (which featured shootings and fistfichts) were significantly slower to take
’ responsible action to end a fight Letween two younger children than were subjects who had
not seen the film,
The purpose of the present experiment was to ettempt to replicate the results of
Drabman & Thomas (in press) whilell) using 3 more contemporary aqgressive film (a video-
tape from a currently brozdcast detective series) and(2) ettemntina to control for differ-
ential arousal effects by excosing children in the control! agroup 1o an exciting but non-
violent film., One half of the boys and girls in the present studv watched an excerpt from
a violent television proaram while the remaining SUbjcc‘s saw an excerpt from a televised
' 'major league basehall game. Irmediately iherea‘ter, each child was asked to "babysit" with
two younger children. initially the vourger children nlayed quietly but eventually behaved
more and more angressively and destruct ivelv, |1 was predictecd that children who had seen
the aggressive film would be siower to notify the exoerirenier of the preschoolers' alter-
cation than +he children in the control group. In accor with the results of Drabman &
Thomas (in press), no sex ciffe rences were anticipaioed,
METHOD
Subjects and Experimenters, he suhjects were 20 boys and 20 girls from the third
grade of a parochial araze school scrving a predominantlv white lower-middle class area
of Orlando. The same 22=year-cld white male was the experimenter for all subjects,
Procedure. After mereting each subject indiviudally at his classroom, the experimenter
explained inat they werfe to go 1o 2 nearbv room in the schoo! building to "play some games"
However, btefore doing so, the exnerimenter rorarked: "We're zhead of schedule so before
4 we play the games, 1"l let you fake & 'onk 2t mv new trailer.'" He then took the subject
to a trailer located on the schoon! grounds. Uten arrival, the experimenter explained that
::D the trailer was being used bv a friend of his who scetimes worked with younger children
there. The large room inside the irailer contained a varieily of toys suitable for pre-
schoolers (i.e., toy milk botties, a tcv teleohone, bleooke, caner and crayonsi. At the
end of the room was a larg~ camara ~ounted on a trinoad. z&e exnerimenter pointed to the
camera and remarked: "Wa have a 1.V, camora here, 1t dakes pictures of every}hing going
. on in this room. In fac*, it's tekina pic*ures of us right ﬂow!" Nex1, the experimenter
::Deascorfed the child *o tha roam in ihe secbco!l ruildine and id, "Let's see what's on T.V."

T

g C2
Orme half of the cuh’f"s wore <boun A [ femingra vidan=tape! excerpi from a nationally
broadcast detective ceries which cortained manv vicolent acts, The remaining children viewed
a video-tapred segment fr;* 3 telovised r2inr lezans basoubal!l 22 of comparable lenath,
After viewing the filn, the exnorimaptar +old i+» sybiect that he had to leave the room
for a short poriod of fumu. b gerlained “ortter: "1 bave zorenhat of a2 problem,  You
see, | promised mv friend who will Fe wir' ire with younser children in the trailer today

that | would watch 1ha children fur him abhile vn's ann,  See, | cen turn on this T.V,

set and wotch what's hanprning in the dreiler,  Tha avnari~onter then turned on the moni-
tor which showed the still va.nt ‘roiler,  Oh acadt They tuven't gotten there yet.
b

There's no one there now., Veli, | miahs ant Focu bofore thev arrive, but if | don't,

could you watch the children for w2 Tharin g 154 lust watch ke TV, and if the children
get there before | core vack, *Vor you brooer e cn dtens | imanine they!'ll be 0.K,
but soretimes litila kid- cun o oat ire rodio,  nd Sttt vy an older cerson should be
watching ther (Dratman & 7%f"1a, in rrec)",

Before leaving, tho e oerirantor oo va quhie tegctly where be would e (e.g.,
ina nearby location in the brildinna), wnd erpbanized 1ot the cubject should notify him
Q
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if tho poeschoolers got into anv "trouble"

Each child then witnessed the same video-tabped sequence (Drabman & Thomas, in press).
*After an initial seagment which showed the unoccupied trailer, an adult and two young chil-
dren (a four-year-old girl and five-ycar-old boy) entered the trailer, After the adult
left, the children played auietly for the first minute., However, they soon began to make
derogatory comments to each other and then maliciously destroved one another's block
buildings. Their altercation became proaressively more serious and culminated in a physical
fight during which the camerz appeared +o be knocked over and broken. At this point the
video portion went blank while *the audio trieflv continued as the children cast accusations
of blame, Finally, the audio ended with another ominous crash.

The experimenter waited outside the room and recorded the time which elapsed before
the subject came to qet him, [1f the subject had rot responded within *wo minutes after
the audio portion, the experimenter re-entered the room. ’

RESULTS

Sincere there was heterocaeneity of variance among the groups, the 2 (aggressive film,
control film) X 2 (mzle, female) analysis of variance was perforred on the square-roots
of the subjects' latencv scores (Winer, 1962). Onlv the main effect for treatment condi-
tions is significant (F = 5.92; df = |,36; o < .05; 2!l other F's ¢ ). Thus, as predicted,

subjects who had previousiv witressed *he agaressive film were significantly slower to

notify the experimenter of the preschoolers' zitercation than were subjects who viewed the
control film (X's = 20,62 and 19,275, recpectivelv). Also, as anticipated, sex of subject
was not related to latencv ¢f respendirz. Of furiher interest, seven children in the .

agagressive film groun failed to resoord a7 all while only ore child in the control group

failed to resoond. This difference slsd was sianificant (y° = 5,62, df = I, p < .025).

Similarly, failure fo respcocnd wes not a function of sex of subject (X = 0.62, df = 1,

p < .50). —
DISCUSSION

The results of the present study are in accor
(in press). Exposure to *elevised violence reliab
surmon appropriate adult haip while wi*nessing an 2
Additionally, children's decisions of whethrr or not
enced by this variable.

d with thoce reported by Drabman & Thomas
lv decreesed subjects' readiness to
‘fercation between two younger children.
+ to intervenc at all were also influ-

These results, fogether with these from studies demonstra*ing the modeling and disin-
hibitory effects of observira violence (e.z,, Fandura, Posc 2nd Pecss, 1961, [2€3; Bandura,
1965; Henratty, Liebert, Morris and rernandaz, [0009; Hanra*+v, O'Neal and Sulzer, 1972),
sugoest that violent television prosrums may net anlv inciease viewers' aqaressive behavior

but may teach them to tolerate it in c¢thers,
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